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Sylamore  Ringer  District,  Ozark  National  Forest 


The  Sylamore  Ranger  District  lies  in  the 
heart  of  the  Ozarks.  Here  you  can  see 
picturesque  rock  bluffs,  swim  in  crystal  clear 
streams,  fish  for  trout  or  smallmouth  bass, 
hunt  for  various  in-season  game,  or  hike 
wooded  hillsides.  On  the  White  and  Buffalo 
Rivers,  which  border  the  district  to  the  east 
and  west,  you  can  enjoy  fine  float  fishing  and 
canoeing. 

Spring  wildflowers,  summer  greens,  autumn 
foliage,  and  winter  views  bring  beauty  to  every 
season.  The  abundant  wildlife  tends  to  be 
secretive,  but  you  may  spot  a  deer,  brilliant 
butterflies,  singing  birds,  or  a  darting  lizard. 
Come  and  enjoy  your  national  forest  while 
camping,  hiking,  fishing,  swimming,  hunting, 
or  driving  the  Sylamore  Scenic  Byway. 

Recreation 

The  Blanchard  Recreation  Area  offers  a 
rich  outdoor  experience.  Stroll  the  paved  trail 
to  Blanchard  Springs.  Picnic  under  the  pines 
near  massive  Sandfield  Bluff,  or  step  into  the 
cool  Shelter  Cave  at  the  base  of  the  bluff. 
Swim  in  the  clear  waters  of  North  Sylamore 
Creek.  Hike  into  the  Ozark  woods  for  an  houi 
or  a  weekend.  Try  your  luck  catching  the  trout 
at  Mirror  Lake.  Come  to  a  summer  program  ai 
the  amphitheater. 

If  you  want  to  have  a  gathering,  there  are 
two  pavilions  with  lights,  electricity,  water, 
grills,  and  tables.  The  larger  has  a  capacity  of 
about  125  people;  the  smaller  holds  about  50. 
They  can  be  reserved  by  calling  the  Disirict 
Office  at  870-269-3228. 

There  is  a  fee  for  picnicking  and  swimming. 
The  fee  is  waived  if  you  are  camping  at 
Blanchard,  or  have  a  Blanchard  Springs 
Caverns  receipt  or  ticket  dated  that  day,  or 
have  paid  to  reserve  one  of  the  pavilions. 
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Mountain  biking  is  a  great 
way  to  see  the  Ozarks. 
While  biking  is  not  allowed 
on  the  North  Sylamore 
Hiking  Trail,  you  can  ride 
the  many  back  roads  of 
the  forest,  or  try  the 
Mountain  Bike  Trail 
(still  under  construction), 
which  covers  several 
miles  of  rugged  Ozark 
hills  and  offers  a  range  of  challenges. 
It  has  several  connections  to  forest  roads 
and  state  highways. 


Shooting  Range 

The  Sylamore  Shooting  Range  is  located 
12  miles  north  of 
Mountain  View, 
on  Highway  5. 
It  has  two 
separate  ranges. 
One  is  designated 
for  rifle  shooting 
out  to  200  yards 
and  is  accessible 
out  to  100  yards. 
The  other  is  for 
handgun  shooting  and 
is  100%  accessible.  Movable  target  frames 
are  provided.  Shooters  must  bring  their  own 
targets  and  thumbtacks  or  staple  gun  to 
attach  them  to  the  frames.  The  range  is  open 
to  all  ages,  but  an  adult  must  supervise 
children.  It’s  a  day-use  only  area.  There  are 
no  trashcans,  so  shooters  should  pack  it  in 
and  pack  it  out. 


Hiking 

Discover  the  beauty  and  solitude 
of  the  Ozark  National  Forest  by 
walking  the  North  Sylamore  Hiking 
Trail.  The  trail  begins  near  the  town 
of  Allison  and  follows  the  creek 
for  15  miles  to  Barkshed.  With 
trailheads  at  Blanchard  and  Gunner 
Pool,  it’s  easy  to  enjoy  the  trail  even 
for  just  an  hour  or  so.  Be  aware  that 
there  are  no  loops  on  this  trail  - 
you'll  have  to  turn  around  to  return 
to  your  car. 


Blancilird  Springs  R  creation  Area 


Camping 

Both  Blanchard  and  Gunner  Pool 
campgrounds  stretch  along  the 
clear  North  Sylamore  Creek. 
Campsites  are  shady  and  private, 
but  there  are  no  hookups  or 
electricity.  Camping  is  on  a  self¬ 
registration  system  -  after  you’ve 
selected  a  campsite,  you  must 
return  to  the  fee  station  at  the 
campground  entrance,  register, 
and  pay  the  camping  fee. 

•  Blanchard  Campground 

This  campground  has  32  sites. 

It’s  fully  equipped  with  flush 
toilets,  hot  showers,  and  paved 
roads.  Recreational  vehicles 
longer  than  30  feet  may  have 
trouble  making  the  loop  in  the 
upper  campground.  The  stay 
at  Blanchard  is  limited  to  5 
consecutive  nights  in  summer, 
and  14  consecutive  nights  the 
rest  of  the  year.  Group  camping 
is  available  for  a  minimum  of  8 
and  a  maximum  of  50  people. 

The  group  campsites  are  available 
by  reservation  only.  For  information 
or  reservations,  call  the  District 
Office  at  870-269-3228. 

•  Gunner  Pool  Campground 

This  campground  has  27  sites. 
Access  is  by  a  steep  winding  dirt 
road,  not  recommended  for  large 
recreational  vehicles.  Vault  toilets 
and  drinking  water  are  provided. 
Some  campsites  are  located  beside 
the  creek.  Campers  can  stay  up  to 
14  consecutive  nights. 


Accessible  Trail 


The  Accessible  Trail 
offers  a  short  trip 
through  the  woods 
for  visitors  in 
wheelchairs  and 
those  with  strollers 
or  small  children. 

The  Accessible 
Trail  is  a  3/4-mile 
long  paved  loop 
trail  that  begins 
and  ends  at  the  Visitor 
Information  Center  parking  lot. 
There  are  benches  every  250  feet 
along  the  trail.  Visitors  may  see 
and  hear  birds,  armadillos,  deer, 
as  they  walk 


Springs  Trail 

The  Springs  Trail 
was  designed 
for  those  who 
want  to  walk  to 
Blanchard  Springs. 
This  1.5  mile-long 
trail  begins  at  the 
Visitor  Information 
Center  parking  lot, 
and  heads  downhill 
toward  Mirror  Lake 
and  the  Springs. 
Currently  this  is  not  a  loop  trail, 
so  you  will  return  along  the 
same  trail  to  your  car  at  the 
Visitor  Information  Center. 


At  Bl\nck\rd  Springs  Caverns ... 


•  See  one  of  the  most  spectacular  and 
carefully  developed  caves  found  anywhere. 

•  Enter  an  active  cave  where  glistening 
formations  like  stalactites,  stalagmites, 
columns,  and  flowstones  are  still  changing. 
These  crystalline  formations  are  the  result 
of  minerals  deposited  by  dripping  water. 

•  Stroll  through  large,  beautifully  lighted 
rooms  with  handrails  and  paved  trails  for 
comfortable  walking. 

•  Climb  over  rocks,  crawl  through  and 
slide  down  red  clay  in  an  undeveloped 
section  of  the  Caverns. 


•  Tour  the  exhibit  hall  featuring  “Life  in  the 
Dark”  and  the  movie  “The  Amazing  World 
Below,”  which  introduce  you  to  the 
underground  world.  Both  are  free. 
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b°da  Straw  Roorn  ^ 

Blanchard  Springs  Caverns  offers  three 
tours.  The  Dripstone  Trail  winds  through 
the  magnificently  decorated  upper  level. 

The  longer,  more  strenuous  Discovery  Trail 
explores  the  middle  level  of  the  Caverns 
system.  The  Wild  Cave  Tour  offers  visitors 
an  introduction  to  spelunking  in  a  structured 
enviroment.  Informative  Forest  Service 
interpreters  guide  the  tours.  The  Dripstone 
and  Discovery  tours  are  limited  to  around 
30  people;  the  Wild  Cave  Tour  is  limited  to 
12  people.  All  tours  begin  at  the  Visitor 
Information  Center,  ^ 
where  the  Ozark 
Interpretive  Off  I 

Association  sells  JgMr  f 

books,  maps,  and 

other  educational  A  £jSSB|dK^n 
materials.  '  \  •/. 


Visitor  Center 


NATIONAL  AGRICULTURAL  LIBRARY 


Court  Square 


Lots  of  Music  and  Craf  ts 
at  Mountain  View! 


Come  find  out  why  Mountain  View  is  called 
the  “Folk  Music  Capital  of  the  World”.  Enjoy 
music  at  the  court  square,  or  at  one  of  the  many 
music  shows  in  town.  Browse  in  the  antiques 
and  craft  shops.  Experience  the  Ozark  Folk 
Center  State  Park,  where  Ozark  heritage  is 
shared  through  craft  demonstrations,  workshops, 
living  history  characters,  and  musicals. 

For  more  information,  you  can  contact  the 
Mountain  View  Chamber  of  Commerce,  PO  Box 
133,  Mountain  View,  AR  72560,  870-269-8068; 
or  the  Ozark  Folk  Center,  PO  Box  500,  Mountain 
View,  AR  72560,  870-269-3851. 


For  Sylamore  Ranger  District  information 
or  Blanchard  Springs  Caverns  tour 
reservations,  contact: 

USDA  Forest  Service 
PO  Box  1279 
Mountain  View,  AR  72560 
Telephone  870-757-2211 
or  toll-free  1-888-757-2246 
www.fs.fed.us/oonf/ozark/recreation/bsc.html 
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The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  prohibits  discrimination  in  its 
programs  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  national  origin,  gender,  religion,  age,  disability, 
political  beliefs,  sexual  orientation,  and  marital  or  family  status.  (Not  all  prohibited  bases 
apply  to  all  programs.)  Persons  with  disabilities  who  require  alternative  means  for 
communication  of  program  information  (braille,  large  print,  audiotape,  etc.)  should 
contact  the  USDA's  TARGET  Center  at  202-720-2600  (voice  and  TDD). 

To  file  a  complaint,  write  USDA,  Director,  Office  of  Civil  Rights,  Room  326-W,  Whitten 
Building,  14th  and  Independence  Avenue,  SW,  Washington,  DC  20250-9410  or  call 
202-720-5964  (voice  or  TDD).  USDA  is  an  equal  opportunity  provider  and  employer. 
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